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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display conditions: 

Section 27 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package 
and 

That where the publication is publicly displayed in a package, the package must be 
made of opaque material. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled Ribald Number 870 is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the magazine is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The magazine contains a variety of material of a sexually explicit nature. The material 
includes sexual fantasies, comic strips and cartoons, photographs, classified 
advertisements of a personal nature and news style features. A significant proportion 
of the contents of the publication is dominated by colloquial references that are 
consistent with a New Zealand male character. That is, the sexual references are 
direct and confrontational in style. These images and references are mitigated by the 
limited visual impact that the photographs have, the serious nature of the advice 
column, and the apparent fantastical nature of many of the stories. 

Because of the manner in which the magazine deals with matters of a sexual nature 
the Classification Office believes that the availability of the magazine is likely to be 
injurious to the public good unless restricted to an adult audience. This restriction is 
considered to be consistent with the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 
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